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The knitting hotel

T
he Knitting Hotel is the 
new venture by knitwear 
designer Belinda 
Harris-Reid, combining 

all things yarn and crochet, by 
the sea. Set on the cliff-top with 
incredible 180-degree sea vistas, 
Iona House, Dawlish is a little 
fibre paradise hosting knitting 
retreats. 

Taught to knit by her mother, 
Belinda hopes to ‘Inspire and 
engage people in the wonderful 
world of soft engineering.’

“Our retreats offer the 

A coastal retreat in Devon aims to isnpire knitting 
enthusiasts, as Natalie Millar-Partridge discovers
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A dv ice  for  t h e  k n it t i ng  nov ice
Be brave; we learn from our mistakes – go slow – laugh a lot! 

Knit what you want to wear/own. 

Go to a knitting group. 

Watch YouTube tutorials. 

Visit your local yarn shop for inspiration.

chance for people to come 
together, share ideas and 
techniques, learn new skills 
and meet fellow makers. This 
is a delicious place of calm and 
sea-swoosh – the noise is tranquil 
and transformative,” enthuses 
Belinda.

The Knitting Hotel is home 
to laughter, chat and of course 
Devon cream-tea-time. The 
quirky seaside retreat offers the 
ideal base for those who want 
to kick off their shoes, watch 
the waves, knit and crochet, 

absorbing themselves in the soft 
woolly world of fibre - either 
to learn to knit or brush up on 
existing techniques.

The unique space is also open 
to experienced makers who want 
to come with their own projects, 
for a ‘making me-time, sea-time’ 
experience in the quintessential 
coastal town with endless sea 
views.

Belinda put down her needles 
when she was just 16 to enter the 
world of performing arts, a note 
through her door seven years ago, 
beckoned her to pick up on where 
she had begun.

“It was a blustery day in 2010, 
I had an invite to a local Exeter 
knitting group - all the proceeds 
from the knitted items would 
go to a village in Uganda. I was 
born in Uganda and moved to 
Malawi when I was ten months 
as my father was a founder of 
the University. I spent much of 
my childhood there. Serendipity 
perhaps?” Belinda reminisces. 



composition is of wood, adding 
calm and keeping the feeling of 
‘natural’ through the house. The 
wall strips are knitted in wool or 
silk with some knitted in banana 
silk  - bark, pummeled and 
hand-spun, sourced from India,” 
enthuses Belinda. 

The Knitting Hotel comprises 
six rooms, combining two twin 
bedrooms and four singles, 
effectively hosting a maximum of 
eight people at each event.

John Arbon of Fibre Harvest is 
set to spin Devon wool especially 
for the hotel. The exclusive wool 
will be made up of Bluefaced 
Leicester (Devon and Exmoor), 
mix with silk. The yarn will be 
available at The Knitting Hotel 
from May 2018. 

“I love the idea of ‘knitting 
people together’ - being the 
conduit for friendship.  Opening 
up my home to the knitting 
community gives me such 
pleasure,” enthuses Belinda.

With no other UK knit-themed 
hotel hosting knitting-crochet 
retreats, Belinda is hoping that 
her elite knit-venture will be a 
success. With sea vistas across 
Torbay and out towards Lyme 
Bay, Iona House is very much 
the idyllic location to sit and knit 
and a prime source of inspiration 
behind Belinda’s designs.

“Since moving to Dawlish, 
the coastline has inspired and 
delighted me – the whoosh of 
the wave, the foam, the ever 
changing sky, the interesting 
shapes of flora and fauna 
washing up on the beach. My 
newest design is called Seafoam 
and comes in the form of a lace 
shawl with a prawn like moving 
wave pattern,” says Belinda. 

With four of the 15 knitting 
and crochet retreat fun-time 
Getaways and Learnaways 
already fully booked, it looks as 
though 2018 will be a busy year 
at Iona House. 

“I am always knitting, everyday 
- the needles are on fire, much 
unraveling is going on,” laughs 
Belinda. u
theknittinghotel.co.uk
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The KNITTING hOTeL

‘I love the idea of ‘knitting 
people together’ - being 

the conduit for friendship.  
Opening up my home to 
the knitting community 
gives me such pleasure’
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For the past two years, Belinda 
has been hosting knitting and 
crochet retreats under the 
banner of ‘Women with Wool’. 
The retreats, held in Chagford, 
proved to be very popular with 
people inspired by the ‘get away 
to knit’ idea, especially in the 
Devon countryside.

“I loved the interaction they 
offered, the real learning of new 
skills along with the laughter 
and the making of new friends,” 
Belinda enthuses. Belinda 
decided to take this business 
model and ethos to create 
something new.  

“My aim being to develop a 
knit-themed environment, that 
was not apologetic or fussy with 
luxury and style, some kitsch 
and a little opulence thrown in 
for good measure, where people 
could come and learn to knit, or 
expand their skills,” says Belinda. 

Added to a longing to reside by 
the sea, the idea for The Knitting 
Hotel was born and Belinda 
began looking for a suitable 
coastal retreat. Having previously 
lived in Buckfastleigh and Exeter, 
she was intent to find a property 
on the south coast of Devon. 

“We knew we wanted a large 
family house; a home, where we 
could invite guests to spend some 
quality time relaxing, looking out 
to sea so when Iona House came 
onto the market, it ticked a lot of 
boxes. Our offer was accepted 
and in August 2017 we moved!” 
says Belinda. 

And so Belinda’s dreams of 
creating a little fibre paradise 

began; Iona house, originally 
built in 1873, underwent a 
complete transformation with no 
expense spared. All of the knit-
themed bedrooms have a clean 
and fresh aesthetic with lots of 
knitted interiors spun from the 
finest yarns. 

“I wanted to create a space of 
tranquility and a celebration 
of knitting; I added pieces of 
knitted texture to each room, 
sourcing interesting knit-pattern 
designed bedding from the 
USA and painting all the floors 
in the house a grey hue to add 
uniformity and cohesion to 
the interior. The bed-frames’ 

The Knitting Hotel


