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Design
Lifefor

Illustrating books and 
creating designs from 
her studio on the North 
Cornwall coast is a 
dream life for Nicole 
Heidaripour, writes 
Natalie Millar-Partridge



85CORNWALL Life April 2018

art

Nicole Heidaripour is an immensely 
talented cornwall-based illustrator and 
designer. She works on a variety of diverse 
projects including editorial, jacket design, 
book illustrations and brand development 
as well as a range of private commissions, 
all within the lovely surrounds of her studio, 
situated on the north coast of cornwall.

Nicole’s style is distinct, though simplistic 
with clean lines bringing the detail to 
life. Her characterful monochrome 
prints adorn the walls throughout the 
contemporary and elegant interiors of 
The St Tudy inn, and she has a client list 
that includes Penguin, Random House, 
chatto Windus and RHS, to name a few. 

‘i’ve been really lucky to work with 
some amazing clients, seeing your work 
in print – in a book or part of a branding 
project – is fantastic but it’s also incredible 
to see how people react to your work when 
they live with your pictures and become 
an important part of their surroundings, 
that’s really special,’ says Nicole. 

Having previously lived and worked 
in london and Brighton, Nicole and her 
sculptor husband Daniel relocated to north 
cornwall where they now live with their 
four-year old daughter Juno and one-year 
old son Rex in a small farming village 
inbetween the beautiful beaches and the 
vast, harsh landscape of the moor.

The pair set about building their studios 
side-by-side and work for clients all over the 
country. ‘We built my studio four years ago just 
before my daughter was born, i can look out 
of the door to my husband’s sculpture studio 
and if i lean back and look out of the skylights 
i can see the church clock and flocks of birds 
that fly to the cider farm and back over to the 
fields. it’s a special place, an environment 
that’s constantly changing,’ says Nicole.

Nicole admits that her surroundings on the 
north cornish coast have a great influence 
on her work, with her inspiration largely 
coming from the natural world, the details 
within nature and the impact the elements 
have upon the landscape, especially within 
her surroundings in north cornwall. 

The skies are so vast here, i find the negative 
space in between really inspiring, i try to 
observe and record the small details within 
the boundless environment. i loved creating 
my wind-pruned trees series as they feature 
throughout the landscape in cornwall – they 
create most beautiful silhouettes and really 
capture the essence of the relentless weather 
along this coastline. Winters can be long, 
dark and extremely isolated but i find it to 
be the most inspiring time of the year and 
when i feel most aware of the incredible 
surroundings; hard and unrelenting coast 
lines and skies that are limitless, it’s the 
details and punctuation of that landscape 
that really inspire me,’ says Nicole. 4
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Nicole’s wind-pruned trees really 
struck a cord, especially with locals and 
people who know the coastline. ‘They 
are a constant reminder of the seasons 
and their effects on nature, even in the 
hottest summers on the most beautiful 
beaches, and i love that,’ she enthuses. 

Nicole’s work is traditional in technique, 
though contemporary in subject and 
her market reflects this. She uses simple 
tools including heavy cold pressed paper, 
super sharp 6b pencils, a scalpel and a 
bunch of super fine Rotring ink pens. 
‘even though i use computers, scanners 
and printers, my work is initially created 
by very simple tools,’ admits Nicole.

The time it takes to complete an 
illustration varies though Nicole draws 
by building up layers of small ink dots 
to define details, depth and form.

‘i love drawing this way, i find it really 
challenging but for me it feels like i’m 
always learning and it pushes me to be 
more observant of what i’m trying to 
illustrate,’ she says of her technique. 

Though Nicole tends to keep her work 
monochrome, she is also fascinated by 
the richness of colour and pattern and is 
currently working on a long-term personal 
project that will be in colour amongst many 
one off bespoke, customised pieces. 

‘i love working on bespoke pieces, especially 
when i get to work with someone on a 
unique illustration that means something 
to them, that’s wonderful to work on and is 
very special to me. Also private commissions 
are something that hopefully will be 
with someone for a lifetime and enjoyed 
everyday, that’s the best feeling,’ she says.

Nicole has been lucky enough to hold a 
number of small solo exhibitions as well 
as exhibiting with her husband and also 
many group shows, with one in particular 
standing out; the group exhibition held 
at the Sir John Soanes Museum, where 
all the work had to be a response to the 
building and it’s incredible collections 
of paintings, etchings and sculpture. 

‘i loved seeing the huge range of work 
created from such an eclectic mix of artists. 
i love group shows and hope to continue to 
be part of them in the future,’ she enthuses.

A lot of Nicole’s editorial work is on 
botanical spot illustrations that she 
particularly loves to create, along with 
nature, food and craft books that she has 
also been lucky enough to illustrate. 

‘it is a really fun part of my work 
that is slightly surreal when i see my 
work in print. My daughter often says, 
“isn’t it kind of them to let you draw in 
their book!” – she’s right i guess!’ 

Nicole has also worked on many book 
jacket designs with some highly credible 
designers, often re-designing classic titles. 

Five book jackets designed by Nicole
The bumper book of Nature by Stephen Moss (Square 
peg - Random house publishing)

Literary lunch (Vintage - Penguin Random House)

Book of British food (Anova books - Collins and Brown)

Recettes & Secrets des Monasteres (Marabout - Hachette 
Livre)

Gladys Mitchell Mystery books – re-publish – 12 titles to 
date (Vintage - Random House)

Nichol numbers publising giants Penguin and Random House among her clients
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‘They have the toughest part of the job – i’m 
part of that process creating an illustration to 
compliment the design which i hopefully do!

Nicole is excited about what the future 
holds with developing her illustrations onto 
ceramics and fabric; this year she began to 
produce a series of tiles centring around 
botanical illustrations and drawings inspired 
by the natural world. Next year she will be 
working on more tile series and designs that 
will be developed into fabric and print. 

“i’m also continuing to produce 
further print series focussing primarily 
on the north cornish landscape and 
specifically the moor which i’m really 
looking forward to,’ says Nicole. 

art

Nicole’s 
favourite 

subjects to 
illustrate

The natural world  
‘Animals and insects are 
incredibly inspiring to me, 
often the subject of my 
commercial drawings but I 
also study them for my 
personal work as well.’

Flora and fauna  
‘Capturing the small details of 
botanical subjects is a huge 
fascination for me, especially 
the ones that I’m constantly 
surrounded by, Cornish 
hedgerows and dry 
stonewalls are where you find 
they best flowers and plants.’

The Cornish landscape  
‘The north coast, the 
unapologetic ruggedness of 
the landscape - the moors and 
the cliff-top coastal paths - the 
stark silhouettes they create 
are continuous inspiration.’

Wind-pruned trees  
‘For me they are what 
punctuates the Cornish 
landscape, a constant 
reminder of the relentlessness 
of the element. I am always 
looking for the most dramatic 
shapes wherever I go!’

The solar system  
‘I find great comfort in the fact 
that our planet is such a small 
part of far greater space and 
system. I think this is why I’m 
so interested in drawing and 
attempting to capture the 
beauty and detail of other 
planets.’

Nicole’s work can also be found displayed 
in schools, museums, studios, work spaces 
and home environments, the latter, she feels 
particularly honoured by, as this is something 
that is important to her within her own home.

‘Making images is what i’ve always wanted to 
do and i just want to keep learning and making. 
i feel really passionately that creativity should 
be nurtured from an early age,’ says Nicole.  

‘When i’m drawing, making or painting, it 
feels like home, that sense of feeling that its 
exactly where i am meant to be and what i’m 
meant to be doing; i can’t see that changing for 
the foreseeable future, i feel very fortunate to 
be able to create for a living and hope to keep 
at it until i’m a very old lady!’ she adds. w

‘Nicole is excited 
about what the 

future holds with 
developing her 

illustrations onto 
ceramics and fabric; 
this year she began 
to produce a series 

of tiles centring 
around botanical 
illustrations and 

drawings inspired by 
the natural world’

Nichole works from her north Cornwall studio


