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Natalie Millar-Partridge meets an artist 
creating beautiful blooms out of paper

Wild Hive design is the new business 
venture of paper floral artist, Bee Watson, 
launched earlier this year. Bee makes 
boutique single blooms, paper bouquets 
and installations from her studio in the 
heart of dartmoor National Park, devon.  

Each petal is cut and shaped by hand, 
with templates being largely created from 
taking apart real flowers to study and 
understand how they are assembled. 

Bee explains: “i buy a lot of real flowers 
from local markets and florists, i will then 
go about dissecting them to gain a better 
understanding of how to create the paper 
blooms. When i began as a paper florist, i 
would immerse myself in online tutorials 
to learn the best techniques and tips.” 

it takes Bee roughly two hours to learn the 
intricate process of creating a new flower. 
She uses a high-grade crepe paper that is 
pliable and sturdy. “The crepe paper responds 
well to creating all kinds of petals,” says Bee. 
Other materials used for the process include 
wire, floristry tape and bamboo sticks for the 
giant stems. Bee offers a mailing service that 
enables her single stems and bouquets to be 
delivered, along with a personal message. 

i visit Bee at her dartmoor studio, where 
she works four days a week, with the fifth 
day taking her into a shared studio space 

in Exeter. “i can’t imagine leaving devon, 
i used to want to move to another country 
until i fell in love with my current home 
and the beautiful surrounds,” says Bee 
of her dream location on the moors. 

Bee’s paper flowers have the unique 
element of containing a pod of wild flower 
seeds at the centre. The bee-friendly seed 
mixes that are easy to grow (in even the 
smallest of pots) are purposefully chosen to 
create micro-environments that are perfect 
for pollinators and make for a real ‘surprise 
and delight’ feature to the paper blooms. 

“What makes what i do different and 
a bit special is that each paper flower has 
a removable pod of wild flower seeds in 
the centre, which can then be grown to 
mark an occasion or honour a memory.

“i’ve coined #GrowYourStory and 
invite people to share their stories of love, 
friendship and connection behind their 
flower buying,” says Bee of her new venture. 

Having formerly worked as a theatre set 
designer, Bee’s dream is to collaborate with 
individuals, companies and event organisers 
to create large floral installations for venues, 
window displays, weddings and festivals – 
bringing her skills in set design to real life.

Bee cites her passion for flowers as 
stemming back to her childhood where 

Top Tips for 
growing 

your wild 
flower seeds

Sow your seeds in spring or 
autumn - March, April and 
September are the best 
months to begin your growing 
process. 

Starting seeds off inside, on a 
window ledge or greenhouse, 
improves the chances of 
propagation.

When sowing seeds outside, 
layer compost over a sheet of 
cardboard - this will help 
prevent weeds and grass 
coming through, giving seeds 
a head start.

Sprinkle seeds thinly and 
evenly. Mixing seeds with a 
handful of sand will help 
achieve a more even 
coverage. 

Ensure your planting area or 
pots have good drainage to 
prevent your seeds becoming 
waterlogged and rotting.

A paper flower bouquet 
created by Bee at Wild 
Hive Design

Petals in 
paper
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‘Unlike real flowers 
that are seasonal, 
I can create a 
favourite flower for 
a bride at any time 
of year’

Bee’s 
favouriTe 

flowers To 
creaTe 

Anemones: for their intricate 
detail

Gerberas: for their range of 
bright colours 

Peonies: for the complexity of 
their layers

Roses: there are so many 
varieties to choose from

Lillies: paper versions are 
pollen free, making them 
perfect for homes with pets

she grew up on a farm, surrounded by 
countryside. She now lives on the edge of 
Haytor, where the natural beauty of her 
surrounds has once again ignited her love 
for flowers. “i now have a beautiful space 
of my own with a delightful garden that 
allows me to enjoy my love of flowers, 
within the perfect environment,” says Bee. 

There are many different avenues to 
Bee’s paper floristry, though the cleverly 
crafted blooms are largely aimed at the 
gift and wedding market. “A lot of people 
are drawn to the paper flowers as they 
offer something that can be kept for ever, 
acting as a reminder of their special day. 

“There is also the added sentiment of being 
able to plant the seeds from the centre in 
memory of the person they came from or an 
occasion they stood for. The flowers can also 
double up as venue décor, table decorations, 
thank you bouquets and favours,” says Bee. 

Bee’s ethos behind her floral designs is 
largely about the connecting stories behind 
why we give flowers. “Flowers are so fleeting, 
though there is always a lovely reason to 
giving them. My paper blooms offer a two-fold 
way of enjoying them – keeping the flowers 
and growing the seeds,” enthuses Bee. 

i ask Bee what inspires her to create. “i can’t 
help but to feel inspired by my garden and 
the wild blooms found in the surrounding 
hedgerows. i have a love for nature and 
walking, especially now that it is right on my 
doorstep. i’m also a garden centre obsessive! 

“What keeps me really engaged is 
the chance to use flowers within floral 
design - the possibilities are endless, i am 
always working to different briefs and 
this is what excites me in the continuing 
journey to create my paper blooms.”

Bee’s paper flowers have widespread appeal, 
especially in the current market where floral 
creations dominate social media platforms 
such as Pinterest and instagram. What 
makes Bee’s flowers that extra bit special 
is that each petal and stamen have been 
hand-crafted; not only are they beautiful 
to look at, they will also last a lifetime. 

“i love the flexibility that being a paper 
florist enables me, i can get really imaginative 
with the creative process, whether it’s 
designing one giant stem or playing with 
the colour - for example creating a bright 

pink sunflower or a monochrome bouquet. 
“Unlike real flowers that are seasonal, i can 

create a favourite flower for a bride at any time 
of year. if a client wants tulips at Christmas, 
this would be possible,” enthuses Bee. 

Bee has aspirations to work on set design 
for real life installations and arts-based 
installations, particularly those that offer 
an interactive element. “i definitely want 
people to be involved in my future projects 
– i have this idea of creating an entire 
garden of paper flowers, or small garden 
installations for people that are unable to 
get out into a real garden,” says Bee. 

Bee’s philosophy behind her paper blooms 
is to enhance connections and notice the 
existing everyday connections that take 
place, involving giving and receiving 
flowers. She is passionate about bringing 
communities together through her floral 
installations and has long-term goals to 
make this an area that she specialises in. 

Over the coming months Bee will be 
collaborating with some local businesses and 
photographers on a number of installations, 
promotions and editorial shoots. 

“Flowers bring a bright and decorative 
element to all occasions. We buy flowers 
to mark our anniversaries, decorate our 
celebrations, honour our memories and 
for all kinds of gorgeous reasons and then, 
within a week or two they are gone. 

“i wanted to find a beautiful and 
lasting way to, not only capture that 
sentiment, but to share, keep and grow 
it,” says Bee of the ethos behind her 
work – a pure celebration of flowers. w

WILD HIVE DESIGN

Bee Watson of Wild Hive Design: ‘What keeps me really engaged is the chance to use 
flowers within floral design’

A cheese wedding cake 
decorated with a Wild Hive 
burgundy paper rose
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